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 OPINION 

 

INTRODUCTION 

 

 The Appellants request that this Board reconsider its July 22, 2014 Opinion in Geoffrey 

W. and Delese L. v. Baltimore City Bd. of Sch. Cmm’rs, MSBE Op. No. 14-40 (2014).  The 

Baltimore City Board of School Comissioners (“local board”) filed a response to the request for 

reconsideration and the Appellants replied. 

 

FACTUAL BACKGROUND         

 

 In Geoffrey W. and Delese L., this Board affirmed the local board’s denial of Appellants’ 

request that their daughter be admitted early to first grade.  The school system had unofficially 

moved the student into a kindergarten class part of the way through her prekindergarten year.  

Appellants then requested that the student be admitted early to first grade for the following year, 

but the school system denied the request because the student missed the local board’s age cutoff 

date for early entry eligibility by approximately six months.  Under the policy, children are 

eligible to apply for early admission to first grade if they turn age six between September 2
nd

 and 

October 15
th

.  The school system developed a differentiation plan for the student, however, so 

that she could access the first grade classroom and curriculum as needed to address her academic 

needs throughout her kindergarten year.   

 

 In the State Board appeal, Appellants maintained that the local board’s first grade early 

entry policy that creates a window of eligibility restricting the early entry process to only those 

children who are of a certain age is illegal because it violates State regulation.  We upheld the 

policy, relying on our reasoning in Kenneth F. v. Baltimore County Bd. of Educ., MSBE Op. No. 

10-23 (2010), in which we found the window of eligibility established by the school system for 

early kindergarten entry to be legal.  In Kenneth F. we stressed deference to an administrative 

agency’s interpretation of its own regulations, noting that the local board’s policy relied on 

guidance from the Maryland State Department of Education (“MSDE”) that early admission was 

intended for children who closely missed the cutoff date for admission, but demonstrated 

capabilities warranting early admission.   The guidance stated that “a local school system may 

promulgate regulations with a reasonable time period beyond the September 1 admission date 

within which a child’s birth date must occur in order to be considered for early admission to 

prekindergarten or kindergarten.”  The guidance also stated that the COMAR regulations 










