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Good Afternoon President  DeGraffenreidt, State Board Members and Dr. Grasmick. I am here today to ask for your acceptance of the School Library Media State Curriculum. I have with me Jay Bansbach, School Library Media Program Specialist. Before we share information with you today on the School Library Media State Curriculum, I would like to share with you some background information on school libraries and their role in our schools. Maryland has over 1,352 school libraries with 1,100 having full-time and part-time state certified library media specialists.





School Libraries
The role of the library media specialist is diverse. 
He or she is at once a teacher, an instructional 
partner, an information specialist, and a program 
administrator. Library media specialists play an 
essential role in the learning community by 
ensuring that students and staff are efficient and 
effective users of ideas and information. They 
collaborate with teachers, administrators, and others 
to prepare students for future successes.

- American Association of School Librarians (AASL)
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A Statement from American Association of School Librarians (AASL) that developed the National Guidelines for School Library Media Programs provides a picture of the role of the library media specialist and how that impacts the school community.  

The role of the library media specialist is diverse. He or she is at once a teacher, an instructional partner, an information specialist, and a program administrator. Library media specialists play an essential role in the learning community by ensuring that students and staff are efficient and effective users of ideas and information. They collaborate with teachers, administrators, and others to prepare students for future successes.




The Critical Role of the Library 
Media Specialist
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Now more than ever with the national shift to the emphasis on Career and College Readiness Standards and an expansion of the 21st Century literacies critical to success in the workplace including information, media/digital, technology, and visual literacy– School Library Media Specialists play a critical role as the “expert” in the school. 
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The development process for the SLM SC was similar to those of other State Curriculum.
Working from Maryland Learning Outcomes for School Library Media Programs and to comply with the direction established by the Visionary Panel, the School Library Media documents needed to establish expectations for student knowledge and skills in helping students become information literate while the same time recognizing that School Library Media Curricula is not assessed area but should be integrated into the content areas – in other words the skills should not be taught in isolation. This however does not mean that skills presented in the document are not assessable.  
A consultant, Dr. Ellen Jay who helped write the national library media standards – Information Power was hired to develop the first draft document and then the document was offered to the School Library Community for feedback. Dr. Jay and MSDE staff worked with representatives from Maryland’s local school systems and institutions of higher education, who provided feedback on initial drafts.  The documents underwent a series of subsequent reviews where scope, sequence, assessable content, and consistency were examined and revised by MSDE and selected library media professionals.
During the school years of 2005-06 and 2006-07, Division of Instruction staff conducted district visits to library media specialists and administrators, visited pre-service and graduate education classes, and presented at state conferences, receiving comments and feedback about the School Library Media State Curriculum.
The draft document was posted on the mdk12 website for system and teacher use, with an opportunity for on-line feedback. Feedback was considered and revisions made so the document could be readied for national review.
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The school library media SC documents have been developed using the same organizational structure as all other SC documents.  The document starts with a broad statement of what students should know and be able to do, these are the content standards.  

These are supported by indicator statements which break that large standard into more manageable pieces. 

The objectives provide more specificity in assisting a teacher in determining exactly what students should know and be able to do.



School Library Media SC
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The School Library Media SC is divided into 6 content standards – all focused around the information literacy process. 

Standards 1-5 focus on the research process with Standard 6 focusing on the attributes of helping students develop an appreciation for literature and developing skills for life long learning. The process for information literacy is recursive -- meaning that depending on the result of any number of different steps in the process – students may have to go back and revisit another part of the process. 




Expert Review Panel

Westat
Ann Carlson Weeks, Ed.D. (University 

of Maryland)

Daniel Callison, Ed.D., (Indiana 
University) 

Gail Goldberg, Ed.D.

Betty Marcoux, Ed.D. (University of 
Washington)
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Following external review in 2008 – the experts made specific recommendations for revision including making objectives more measurable in places and changing language in places to make it more student centric and rigorous at the upper grade bands. While out for National Review the American Association of School Librarians (AASL) released new national standards titled Standards for the 21st Century Learner. The review team noted in their report that as the new national standards are better understood the Maryland School Library Media State Curriculum should be revisited to reflect those changes.  





 Workgroup formation Spring 2009

 More closely align to new national standards for 
students, update language, create a glossary, 
revise matrices to include new national standards 
and Maryland Technology Literacy Standards 
for Students 

 Feedback again from local school system 
administrators, library media specialists, and 
school library media advisory, posted on 
mdk12.org

Responding to the Feedback

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Following the expert review recommendations, work began on reviewing and responding to their suggestions. Subsequent feedback from school library media administrators and resource teachers from around the state led to the formation of a workgroup that worked from Spring 2009 to late fall to more closely align to the new national standards both in structure and philosophy, to update language, and to create a glossary, revise matrices to reflect new national standards and Maryland Technology Literacy Standards for Students, and updated the rationale. The School Library Media State Curriculum was again sent through a feedback cycle from January to June, 2010.   
 



MSDE Curriculum, State, and National Information Literacy 
Outcomes and Standards
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Snapshot of new alignment matrices to include AASL Standards for the 21st Century Learner and The Maryland Technology Standards for Students



 Part of R/LA gap analysis teams in Summer 
2010 

 Groups formed with library media 
administrators /specialists and technology 
specialists

 Identified initial alignments – especially those 
around the research process 

SLM State Curriculum and 
Reading/Language Arts Common Core 
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In addition, recognizing the relationship and impact that school library media programs have traditionally had in support of reading, writing, and the research process, work began in the summer of 2010 to identify targets in the Reading/Language Arts Common Core where school library media specialists can provide support. The first step has been to create initial matrices to identify where alignments exist between the School Library Media State Curriculum and Reading/Language Arts Common Core especially in the area of the writing process where there are large research components.



Connections to Common Core
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Snapshot example of draft alignment document – with emphasis on those critical connections – here in grades 6-12




 Develop Instructional Toolkit to assist library media 
specialist and other educators with additional 
alignments and support for Common Core 
Reading/Language Arts

 Continue the relationship with local school systems 
to provide professional development

 Revisit COMAR

Next Steps
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With a State Board accepted SC we will be able to begin the work on an Instructional toolkit -- 
1. The instructional toolkit will:
Provide library media specialists and other educators with additional resources that will assist them in the instruction of content and skills in the SC and provide additional alignments and supports as we move to Common Core in Reading/Language Arts – driving Information Literacy skills into the content classrooms
Be developed with the help of library media professionals around the state – we have already begun recruiting library media and technology specialists
Provide lesson seeds, clarifications of objectives and or indicators
2. Professional development will be developed collaboratively with each district and institutes of higher education and individualize for each district  upon their request. 
3. COMAR will be revisited to make appropriate modifications to align with the new SC.





Questions 
or

Comments
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Thank you for the opportunity to share the curriculum
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