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Listed below are easy to do Math ideas for family fun.  

A little bit of your time with imagination can go a long way…


A
is for Apples or
teach fractions by slicing an apple into halves, fourths, etc., divide into parts and figure out how




Abacus

many equal parts is ¼, ½, etc. or show another way to add from other cultures





B
is for Blocks

measure the height of family members, find the difference between members, the total height









equal to the number of blocks 





C
is for Coins
 
determine how many nickels, quarters, etc., equal one dollar; count money when food shopping;






or Counting

learn addition, subtraction, multiplication, division, place values (1, 10, 100, 1000, etc.)





D
is for Dice

add the faces of dice or predict how many times a certain number is rolled (probability) 





E
is for Empty Boxes
find the area of a cereal box using a ruler or figure out the dimensions of the box





F
is for Food

estimate a ½ cup of popcorn or cereal, add a ¼ cup or another ½ cup





G
is for Games

place playing cards in numerical order, make play money and buy items around the house, put 









together a puzzle and figure out how things fit together by turning, flipping, sliding, etc.





H
is for Hats

set up a hat store after reading your favorite book about hats and measure the circumference





I
is for Imagination 
write a story, song or poem about numbers





J
is for Junk Mail
create a shopping list using circular ads to determine total cost of items using a calculator and sort items by 




descriptions





K
is for Kit

create a math tool kit with a ruler, compass, measuring cup, tape measure, etc.





L
is for Letters

write a letter to a friend or family member that includes a math story problem




M
is for Macaroni
place uncooked macaroni in a jar and estimate the number or measure for cooking

N
is for Newspapers

track and graph scores of favorite sports teams or the weather for a week



O
is for Old Clothes

make a quilt with old clothes or t-shirts



P
is for PARENT 

switch the role of parent and child and have child teach math to the parent



Q
is for Quiz Games 

create a family quiz game requiring numerical answers, i.e., weight, ages, 







height, etc.



R
is for Ruler


use a ruler to measure things around the house or members of your family



S
is for Socks or Sort

sort laundry and practice multiplication/division by using pairs of socks



T
is for Toothpicks or 

bundle toothpicks into sets of 10 for place value or measure length of objects;



Time



make a clock out of toothpicks to introduce seconds, minutes, hours or estimate 







the time it takes to get ready for bed



U
is for Useless Things

There is no such thing as a “useless thing” for a child.  Find the number of odds and ends 








things in your home and sort by category, color, size



V
is for Visits


visit friends or neighbors and estimate the amount of time it will take to get there 



W
is for Water Play 

predict and compare volume of various containers by filling with water




X
is for X-Ray


x-ray or examine a math problem before you go to bed



Y
is for Yarn 


string beads or cereal to make patterns or measure length of family members


Z
is for Zoo 

 
plan a trip to the zoo by using a map, clock the mileage, length of trip, etc.

For more information about Take 15 for the Family activities, contact us at (888) 246-0016 or visit our Web site at www.marylandpublicschools.org.
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