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Maryland High School Assessment Program 

(PARCC and HSA) 
 
EXECUTIVE SUMMARY: 
 
During the 2014-2015, high school students in Maryland will take the PARCC assessments for the first 
time.  During the upcoming school year, PARCC assessments may be administered as end of course 
tests for students in English 9, English 10, English 11 as well as Algebra I, Geometry and Algebra II.   
The administration of High School Assessments in Government and Biology will continue.  Because 
all four assessments are a part of graduation requirements, it is important that consideration be given to 
the effects of the administration of the PARCC assessments on student performance during the first 2 
years.  Below you will find a calendar of PARCC and HSA test administrations for the 2014-2015 and 
2015-2016 school year.  Attached you will also find a visual depiction of this calendar for a clearer 
understanding of the direction of MSDE related to the Maryland High School Assessment Program 
(PARCC and HSA).   A list of recommendations related to the administration of the PARCC and 
HSAs follows the testing calendar.  Realizing that the transition to PARCC may create test anxiety for 
some students, MSDE intends to provide clarifying information to LEAs to assist them in providing 
support to students during the transition period.  The Academic Bridge Validation program will 
continue as a way for students to meet assessment graduation requirements on the PARCC and HSAs.   
 
HIGH SCHOOL ASSESSMENT CALENDAR 
 
YEAR ONE (2014-2015) 
 October, 2014- Algebra I/Data Analysis, English 10, Government and Biology  HSAs and 

MOD HSAs (all 4 tests) administered to students who failed to meet passing score 
requirements during the spring, 2013 administration 

 November, 2014-January, 2015- PARCC Operational assessments (performance-based (PBA) 
and end of year (EOY) along with HSAs in Government and Biology administered to students 
in block schedule schools only.  

 December, 2014- The Academic Bridge Validation program window opens for HSA 
Algebra/Data Analysis, English 10, Government and Biology only. 

 January, 2015- HSAs and MOD HSAs administered to students who failed to meet passing 
score requirements during Spring, 2013 and October, 2014 administrations 

 March-April, 2015- PARCC PBA (performance-based) assessments administered (online and 
paper/pencil) 

 April, 2015- Senior (Class of 2015) administration of HSA/MOD HSAs  
 May-June, 2015- PARCC EOY (end of year) assessments  and HSA Government and Biology 

administered (online and paper/pencil) 
 May, 2015- HSAs/MOD HSAs administered to students who failed to meet passing score 

requirements during spring, 2013, Fall, 2014 administrations 
 Summer, 2015- Final administration of HSAs in English 10 and Algebra I/Data Analysis and 

MOD HSAs  in English 10, Algebra I/Data Analysis, Government and Biology 
 July-August, 2015- Scale score and standard setting completed by PARCC consortium for 

PARCC assessments 
 September, 2015- College and Career Determination set for students in Algebra II 
 September, 2015- Score reports sent to students and parents. 

 



 
YEAR TWO (2015-2016) 
 November, 2015-January, 2016- PARCC PBA (performance-based) and EOY (end of year) 

tests along with HSA Government and Biology  administered to students in block schedule 
schools (online and paper/pencil) 

 November, 2015-January, 2016- PARCC “re-takes” administered to students who failed to 
meet passing requirements during the Fall, 2014 and Spring, 2014 administration of PARCC 
assessments 

 December, 2015- The Academic Bridge Validation program window opens for students in 
HSA Government, Biology, English 10 and Algebra I/Data Analysis 

 March-April, 2016- PARCC PBA (performance-based) assessments administered (online and 
paper/pencil) 

 May-June, 2016- PARCC EOY(end of year) assessments along with HSAs in Government and 
Biology administered (online and paper/pencil) 

 July-August, 2016- PARCC PBA (performance –based) and EOY(end of year)assessments 
along with HSAs in Government and Biology administered to students who failed to meet 
passing requirements during Fall, 2015 and Spring, 2016 administrations 

 August, 2016- College and Career Determination set for students in PARCC English 11 
 August, 2016- Score Reports sent to students and parents 
 September, 2016- The Academic Bridge Validation program window opens for students in 

PARCC Algebra and PARCC English 10 along with HSAs in Government and Biology 
 
 

RECOMMENDATIONS 
 
Because of the significance of high school assessments as part of the graduation requirements, 
the following recommendations are offered for consideration by the State Superintendent and 
the State Board:  
 
1. During the 2014-2015 school year, students will be administered the end of course tests in 
PARCC English 10, PARCC Algebra I and PARCC Algebra II  ONLY.  The PARCC English 
10 and PARCC Algebra I tests are graduation requirement assessments and the PARCC 
Algebra II test is an assessment that will be used to determine college and career readiness  as 
part of the Maryland College and Career  Readiness and College Completion Act of 2013.   
 
2. The Maryland State Board of Education will determine the passing scores for students after 
administration during the 2014-2015 school year.  Passing scores in Maryland may be different 
from the recommended passing scores designated by the PARCC consortium. 
 
3. During the 2015-2016 school year, the PARCC assessments in English 9, English 11 and 
Geometry may be added to the list of end of course assessments for high school students.  
 
4. HSAs/MOD HSAs in English 10 and Algebra I/Data Analysis will be administered for the 
final time during the Summer, 2015 
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A Presentation to the  
Maryland State Board of Education 

 
July 22, 2014 

BUILDING A MSA-BASED MEASURE FOR THE 
TEACHER EVALUATION SYSTEM IN CECIL 

COUNTY PUBLIC SCHOOLS 



IN CECIL COUNTY, THE MSA INFORMS US THAT 

Students who are absent more than ten days, and have been 
suspended only one time, and have at least one D or F           
will score lower than their peers on the Maryland State 
Assessment. 
 

• In grade Six there is a 30 point difference. 
• In grades Seven and Eight there is a 50 point difference. 

 

 



BASED ON OUR MSA DATA, WE BELIEVE THAT 

• Students who are in jeopardy of falling into the 
aforementioned categories must be identified early and 
receive supports and interventions to address these root 
causes. 

• Supporting these students is a collective responsibility of 
all school staff. 

• Teachers want to see their students’ academic and life 
circumstances improve. 
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